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Re: HB 7133 AN ACT CONCERNING BLOOD LEAD LEVEL REQUIREMENTS
CEA supports HB 7133

Good morning Senator Abrams, Representative Steinberg, Senator Somers, Representative Petit,
and members of the Public Health Committee. My name is Orlando Rodriguez. | serve as the
Research and Policy Development Specialist for the Connecticut Education Association, which
is the largest teachers' union in Connecticut representing tens of thousands of active and retired
teachers who inform our legislative priorities.

Research has proven that exposure to lead severely decreases the ability of a child to learn and
reason.' The consequences are permanent and the effect on cognitive abilities continues through
adulthood. Children who are exposed to lead have more aggression and increased criminal
behavior as young adults." Furthermore, studies suggest that exposure to lead at an early age may
increase the chance of getting Alzheimer’s disease later in life.'"

In 2012, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) lowered the maximum allowable
lead exposure in children to 5 micrograms per deciliter of blood." However, Connecticut is still
using the older standard of 10 micrograms per deciliter of blood — double the CDC maximum.”
The CDC may lower the lead threshold further because “... there is no identified threshold or
safe level of lead in blood. ™"

In Connecticut, the highest incidences of lead poisoning in children occur in urban areas, which
is where most of the state’s Black and Hispanic children live."'" Is there a link to the low
standardized test scores from students in urban areas? The answer is yes. Research by the
Connecticut Department of Public Health found that lead exposure among Connecticut’s 4"
graders decreased their scores on standardized tests.* One of the reasons for the large education
gap between Whites and minorities, in Connecticut, is that our urban students are poisoned with
lead because of where they live.


http://www.cea.org/
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2019&bill_num=7133

The state spends tens of millions of dollars annually for standardized testing.**' Instead, what if
these monies were used to remediate lead from older housing units in urban areas? Might this
shrink Connecticut’s large education gap between Whites and minority students? It certainly
seems a better investment of taxpayer dollars to first eliminate the sources of lead that are
poisoning children before we test them. If ever there were an example of putting the cart before
the horse, this is it. Let’s get our children healthy first, and then measure their academic
achievement.

We thank you for your time and interest.
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